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REPORT. Sustainable and Healthy Architecture  

The project redefines the concept of a children's hospice - 
not as a purely clinical facility, but as a sanctuary that 
provides care, comfort, and connection with nature. 
 
The key challenge was to create a space that supports 
children with serious medical conditions and their families, 
not only medically but also emotionally and psychologically. 
Our design addresses this and improves. We embedded the 
complex into the natural landscape of the original park and 
created a large courtyard at its centre with old pine trees, 
which is intended to create a feeling of peace and privacy 
despite its proximity to the city. The courtyard creates its 
own safe space with a warm and harmonious atmosphere. 
 
The circular corridor, running all around the atrium, is 
generously glazed, offering beautiful views of the trees and 
sky above. There are also reflections of light from the pond's 
surface for the lying patients to enjoy. The circular layout of 
the corridors with living niches and many views to the 
outside is one of the most important elements of the design. 
The building allows for movement on foot, with a stroller, or 
in a wheelchair. Alternating environments and spending 
time alone or with others. It provides contact with nature, 
regardless of the weather or one’s physical condition. It’s a 
modern sanctuary. 
During the design process we had to take into account all 
situations. So we created a dedicated farewell apartment 
with a memorial atrium which allows families to say their 
last goodbyes in a deeply personal, undisturbed setting. 
 
Despite its size, is quite discretely set into the surrounding 
area. It blends into the terrain which is overflowing onto the 
roof reducing heat buildup. Thanks to the layout of the 
building and integration into the terrain, all three floors are 
accessible from the outside, so the house is barrier-free. We 
used monolithic reinforced concrete as the main 
construction material. Its aesthetics are reflected both 
inside and on the building's façade. Large windows with 
wooden frames are oriented southward, allowing natural 
light to enter the interior during winter. The prominent 
overhangs of the monolithic ceilings cover the terraces, 
creating shelter at each entrance and serving as passive 
shading to prevent the interior from overheating. Shading 
is further enhanced by sliding sunshades from Siberian 
larch. The walls are insulated from the outside with mineral 
wool and covered with wooden cladding of larch bio-boards. 
A green roof which seamlessly blends it into the landscape 
and a pond creates a pleasant microclimate, improves the 
building’s energy balance, and contributes to cooling. 
Excess rainwater is collected in a large underground tank 
and is used as a water supply for the pond and to irrigate 
the trees and lawn in the courtyard. The walkway in the 
inner atrium is made of permeable concrete, allowing 
rainwater to soak into the soil. 
 
Heating and cooling are managed through a conduit 
system embedded in the concrete and fibre-cement ceilings. 
It is supplied by three air-to-water heat pumps hidden in 
the facade niches of the underground floor. 
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