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About 
Kristina Háfoss

Economist, lawyer & politician. 
Member of Parliament in the Faroese Parliament. 
Former Minister of Finance & responsible for 
digitalization (2015-2019). Minister of Education, 
Research & Culture (2008). MP first time in 2002. 
Board member of various companies. Leader of 
trade union. Career in IT, marketing & development 
within banking & insurance. Two master degrees 
from Copenhagen University (cand.polit & cand.jur) 
& a CBA from Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh.
44 years old and 4 children. 

LinkedIn linkedin.com/in/kristinahafoss
Twitter @KristinaHafoss

Tíðarhóskandi Føroyar



The Faroe Islands



About the 
Faroe Islands

A nation of 52.000 people on 18 islands in the North Atlantic Ocean - with 302.000 km2 sea-territory  
A self-governing nation within the Kingdom of Denmark (part of Norway until 1814)
Own parliament for 1000 years. Own government. 
Own language, flag and national anthem

1946 independence referendum. Yes to independence.
The parliament was dissolved by Denmark – and in 1948 the Home Rule legislation was a reality

Great degree of Faroese autonomy for example:
Own Faroese legislation on almost every area – industry, education, health, infrastructure, pensions, social 
Own independent area regarding customs and taxation
Own international fisheries negotiations, own trade and tax agreements with other countries.
Not member of the EU (although Denmark is a member of the EU). Bilateral agreements with the EU.

Strong economy. GDP per capital: 51.600 Euro. Unemployment 1%. Moody’s rating: Aa2. 



digital nation

We want to be a 

Why?



Digital 
independence

Digitalization is happening wheter we want it or not

Our world is changing into a more and more digital world

We need to be in control of our critical infrastructure

We want to ensure solutions that fit to our society

We want sustainable growth and effiency

We want digital independence for the Faroese people



The Digital 
Faroe Islands

Programme

2015-2020



Inspiration
from
best practice 
& digital 
frontrunner’s

Estonia
Nordic countries



Good precontions

Trust

Outstanding it-systems – tax, financial, healthcare

Well educated population

IT education at the University of Faroe Islands

World class connectivity



World Class 
Connectivety

Well connected with the rest of the world

Broadband available for all households

4G coverage on all populated areas

5G is scheduled – ready in 2020

Arctic Satellite Communication



International 
cooperation

Nordic cooperation - Iceland, Faroe Islands, Norway, 
Finland, Greenland, Denmark, Aland and Sweden

Baltic-Nordic Cooperation

Catalonia and the Faroe Islands - MoU on digitalization



Core values for 
our digitalization

We make life better for our people
- one E-id, one portal, „once only“ data principle 

We give people control over their own data and E-id
- one place to ensure your data – decentral E-id solution

We ensure digital independence



Core values for 
our digitalization

We shall have digital safety, transparancy & 
international usablity

- X-road connecting seperate databases, European 
standards

We ensure broad ownership & finance 
– Goverment, Municipalitites, Industry



The new digital 
infrastructure

1. E-ID (decentral solution)

2. Citizen Portal (all services available)

3. Digitalization of all Basic Data (“once principle”)

4. X-road - Data Exchange Layer platform 

(decentral data, easy to adapt, safe, cyper-security)



Education Health Social Tele Bank Insurance Eldercare Power Administration

MVP

People registry

Company registry

Land registry

Cadastre registry

Geo-data

Basic Data

Government Private Municipality

Heldarumsiting

Miðambætari I

Miðambætari II

Yvirveking

Sertifikat umsiting (CA)

HEILDARDEPILIN

E-idCitizenportal
BORGARI     STARVSFÓLK

www.talgildu.fo

Apríl 2017

http://www.talgildu.fo/


Connecting
our people

International digital connection  

Domestic digital connection 

Better life for remote areas 

Better life for people with special needs

85% of population connected by roads and subsea tunnels



Digitalization = new possibilities for sm(all) nations

No geographical boarders - An advantage to be a small  

It‘s easier to turn a speedboat – than a supertanker

Close relations – and fast decisions  

Have implemented serveral „digital“ laws relative fast

Small is the new Big



Next: Digital Faroe Islands 2.0

Digital Faroe Islands 2.0 (2021-2025)

- digital thinking into education, industry, public 
services, energy etc.

Ready for IoT, AI etc.  - Faroe Islands as test-dest.?

Faroese «digital constitution» 



Visit 
Digital 
Faroe 
Islands 
at Smart 
City 
Expo
World 
Congress



The Digital Faroe Islands
SMALL IS THE NEW BIG!

... probably the worlds 
smallest digital nation
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