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The debate about gender in smart cities
remains definitely underdeveloped...

- Dr. Giorgia Nesti
A\ From Mainstreaming Gender Equality in Smart Cities:
Theoretical, Methodological and Empirical Challenges, 2019
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Futures




Some members of the 2016 US Senate, From “The Faces of Power” by the New York Times.
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Check out the average sizes for both | women

. and men . Our measurements confirmed what
i every woman already knows to be true: women’s |
. pockets are ridiculous.
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Pockets
by the Pudding

WOMEN ARE NOT SMALL MEN
LIFE-OAVING STRATEGIES FOR

PREVENTING AND HEALING
HEART DISEASE IN

WOMI:N

| .\ \\\o

NIECA GOLDBERG. M.D.

Heart disease

INVISIBLE
WOMEN

DATA BIAS IN A WORLD
DESIGNED FOR MEN

L

CAROLINE CRIADO PEREZ

L T— — o I i

Crashes
Vulnerability of female drivers involved 1in
motor vehicle crashes: an analysis of US

population at risk. American journal of
public health, 101(12), 2368-2373. 2011.
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Joy Buolamwini at TEDxBeaconStreet 3’

How I'm fighting bias in Slgorithms

>

ALGORITHVS
OF
BUSINESS NEWS OCTOBER 10, 2018 / 5:12 AM / A YEAR AGO 0 P R ES S I N

o HOW SEARCH ENGINES
Amazon scraps secret Al recruiting tool that REINFORCE RACISM

showed bias against women

Joy Buolamwini & the Algorithmic Justice League

SAFIYA UMOJA NOBLE

Jeffrey Dastin 8 MIN READ Y f

Safiya Noble

SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - Amazon.com Inc’s (AMZN.O) machine-learning

specialists uncovered a big problem: their new recruiting engine did not like women.
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A feminist perspective
starts with the idea that
gender and race inequality
Is real, historic, on-going
and worth dismantling.




Intersectional feminism is not only about
women and gender.

It i1s about power - who has it and who doesn't.
Includes race, class, ability, and more.

Intersectionality is a concept out of Black feminism in
the US context, including the Combahee River
Collective (1974-1981) and Kimberlé Crenshaw (1989).
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3 Implications of
Data Feminism for Smart Cities

1. Gender-engaged NOT “gender-blind” approaches

2. Innovation and planning processes that center
women, trans and nonbinary people

3. Boosting data literacy and digital participation




1. Gender-engaged, not “gender-blind”

Taking a gendered lens on everything from urban design

to IT policy to transportation modeling.

References:
Giorgia Nesti, Mainstreaming Gender Equality in Smart Cities:
Theoretical, Methodological and Empirical Challenges, 2019

Inés Sanchez de Madariaga. "Mobility of Care: introducing new concepts
1N urban transport." Fair shared cities. Routledge, 2016. 51-60.



2. Process: shifting the center Innovation and
AT T LTS blanning

processes that

MAKE THE center women,

BREAST PUMP

g3 NOT SUCK trans and

nonblnary people.
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Hope, Alexis, et al. "Hackathons as
Participatory Design: Iterating Feminist
Utopias." Proceedings of the 2019 CHI
Conference on Human Factors in Computing
Systems. ACM, 2019.

JUSTICE

MAKE THE
BREAST PUMP
NOT SUCK
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Documentary by Elizabeth Bayne QAF?EKAES-I-;-HpEUMp

www.makethebreastpumpnotsuck2018.com NOT SUCK


http://www.makethebreastpumpnotsuck2018.com

cre Will Be Blood.

A menstruation hackathon at the MIT Media Lab.
September 12 & 13 2020.
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3. Boosting data literacy and digital participation

g

Computer Science, the Man Factory Characteristics of the Man Factory

Computer science bachelors degrees awarded by gender in the U.S., 1970 - 2010
100%

e Elite men lead
e Abstract and technical
e [ndividual mastery

75%

Women received 37% of CS degrees in 1984,
the closest we have come to gender parity.

50%

25%

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

Data from the National Center for Education Statistics



3. Boosting data literacy and digital participation

i

At S
SiC.io \d A

DataBasic is a suite of easy-to-use web tools for beginners that introduce concepts of working with
data. These simple tools make it easy to work with data in fun ways, so you can learn how to find
great stories to tell.

Databasic.io

A suit.e of easy and fun t0.0|S to basic | Local Lotto

techniques of data analysis. We use music

|yriC5 and UFO sightings to teach data |iteracy. By the Clty DIgItS Project Team, iﬂClUdiﬂg Brooklyn College,

By Catherine D’Ignazio & Rahul Bhargava. the Civic Data Design Lab at MIT and the Center for Urban Pedagogy.



3. Boosting data literacy and digital participation
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CTECHNOVATION
Girls Catalonia




3 Implications of
Data Feminism for Smart Cities

1. Gender-engaged NOT “gender-blind” approaches

2. Innovation and planning processes that center
women, trans and nonbinary people

3. Boosting data literacy and digital participation




Photos by
Vanessa
Simmons
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