
Austin Region Overview
Place – Economy - Talent



▪ Austin is in the top 5 among U.S. metros for net population gain from other metros and, 
among the top 10 metros, Austin has the largest population growth per year due to domestic 
migration. (Commercial Café, 10/24/19)

▪ Austin is No. 3 in the U.S. and No. 21 globally on Tech Startup FDI Attraction Index. (fDI
Intelligence, 10/17/19)

▪ Austin is No. 11 on America’s Most Dynamic Urban Centers ranking of the 150 largest U.S. 
cities. (Point2 Homes, 10/15/19)

▪ Austin is the Fastest Growing Large City in ranking based on population and economic 
variables. (WalletHub, 10/14/19)

▪ Austin is 6th in ranking of the Most Livable State Capitals. (SmartAsset, 09/10/19)

▪ Austin has the 6th highest share of creative-class workers (48%) among large U.S. cities, and 
Austin’s creative class is the 5th fastest growing. (CityLab, 08/27/19)

▪ Austin has the 5th highest concentration (51%) of college-educated adults, the 9th highest 
concentration of adults with a graduate degree (20%), and the 2nd fastest growing share of 
adults with graduate degrees, among the 50 largest U.S. cities. (CityLab, 08/23/19)

▪ Austin has the 2nd fastest growing population among U.S. cities and has the 6th fastest 
growing metro job market in analysis of growth from 2012 to 2017. (CityLab, 08/21/19)

Austin Region in the news



OPPORTUNITY AUSTIN



Imagine our regional economy before 2004

▪ 37,000 total jobs lost

▪ $1.5 billion of payroll lost

▪ Multiple years of City of Austin 
budget deficits

▪ $1,300 reduction in per capita 
income

▪ $6,000 reduction in family income

▪ 3% increase in poverty rate



Regional economic 
development initiative

Targeted industries:
▪ International
▪ Corporate HQs/Regional Offices
▪ Financial Services
▪ Advanced/General Manufacturing
▪ CleanTech
▪ Data Management
▪ Life Sciences/HealthTech
▪ Defense/AI/VR

to Dallas-Fort Worth

to Houston

to San Antonio

Opportunity Austin
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Corporate recruitment: 21.6%

Talent: 27.3%

Mobility: 5.0%

Innovation: 8.5%

Affordability: 9.9%

Regional employment centers: 3.0%

Game changers: 1.6%

International: 3.9%

Opportunity Studio: 2.2%

Marketing: 6.4%

Investor relations: 3.4%

Opportunity Austin 4.0 Program 



PLACE



Austin: “The Human Capital”

▪ Capital of the State of Texas

▪ 11th largest U.S. city

▪ MSA population: 2.2 million

▪ 150 people move to Austin daily

▪ Population nearly doubles 
every 20 years

▪ Labor force 1.2 million

Austin Region Facts



Austin to Dallas: 
195 miles (3 hours)

Austin to Houston: 
165 miles (2 hours, 45 min)

Austin to San Antonio: 
80 miles (1 hour 15 min)

80% of the 
population lives 
within the Texas 
Triangle of 
Dallas, Houston 
& San Antonio

Central location in Texas



AeroMexico
Air Canada
Alaska Air
Allegiant
American

British Airways
Delta

Frontier
JetBlue

Lufthansa
Norwegian
Southwest
Spirit Air

Sun Country
United

Vacation Express
WestJet

ABIA was ranked No. 1 in 
North America and No. 2 in

the world for its size class by
Airports Council International

Nonstop jet destinations
As of October 2019



Unparalleled outdoor recreation, culture, music, sports, golf, shopping
▪ 300 days of sunshine
▪ Miles of cycling and running trails, rock climbing, 

river rafting, and kayaking
▪ Best golf courses in Texas
▪ Sports & Recreation
▪ Music, Festivals, Film

A premier quality of life



Formula 1 @ COTA            AAA Houston Astros               Spurs G-League

MotoGP @ COTA                 IndyCar @ COTA                            Texas Stars

Sports



Blanton Museum of Art LBJ Presidential Library               Bob Bullock Museum

Resident Symphony                    Resident Opera                            Resident Ballet

Culture/entertainment



Barton Creek
Crenshaw Cliffside                       Austin FC Running

River Place                               Cycling                                      Disc Golf
Tom Kite/Roy Bechtol

Recreation



Sailing                               Barton Springs                                      ZipLine

River Tubing                               Kayaking                                  Kite Festival

Recreation



SXSW                         Austin City Limits Festival           Austin City Limits Live

Film                          Music             Austin Film Festival                      Live Music

Music/film



45% with at least a bachelor’s degree 

(32% nationally)

33% between 25 & 44 (26% nationally)

Living costs 2% below U.S. average

Median age 35 years (38 nationally)

And more facts



ECONOMY



Relocation origins
through Oct.2019

614 relocations 
2004 – 2019YTD



Largest private sector employers

Dell Technologies 13,000 General Motors 2,300

St. David's HealthCare 10,665 National Instruments 2,216

Ascension Seton 10,513 Advanced Micro Devices 2,200

Samsung Austin Semiconductor 8,935 Visa 1,955

Apple 6,200 Vrbo 1,900

IBM Corp. 6,000 Progressive Insurance Co. 1,837

NXP Semiconductors 4,000 Intel Corp. 1,700

Amazon 3,800 Flex 1,600

Applied Materials 3,731 ICU Medical 1,500

Accenture 3,400 Pharmaceutical Product Dev. 1,200

AT&T 2,800 Facebook 1,200

Charles Schwab 2,700 Hewlett-Packard Enterprise 1,100

Whole Foods Market 2,687 Google 1,100

Keller Williams Realty 2,609 Cirrus Logic 1,100

Indeed 2,500 Software House International 1,050

Oracle Corp. 2,500 Clinical Pathology Laboratories 1,003



15+ year result

New jobs 422,400

Payroll increase $25.5 billion

Corporate relocation announcements 614

Out-of-region visits 3,943

Prospect visits 2,123

Regional retention visits 8,625

Summary of results
2004 – 2019 YTD



TALENT



4-year institutions
The University of Texas — Austin 51,832
Texas State University — San Marcos 38,644
St. Edward’s University — Austin 4,301
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor — Belton 3,888
Concordia University — Austin 2,568
Texas A&M Central Texas — Killeen & Hutto 2,464
Texas Lutheran University — Seguin 1,443
Southwestern University — Georgetown 1,434
Huston-Tillotson College — Austin 1,119
Western Governors University — Austin 1,111

Community colleges
Austin Community College — Locations throughout metro 40,799
Central Texas College — Killeen 16,073
Temple College — Hutto, Temple & Taylor 4,911
Austin Region Total* 173,856
TOTAL WITHIN 100 MILES 458,473

Colleges & universities within 60 miles
Fall 2018 enrollments

*Region total includes enrollments for some 4-year and 2-year schools not listed separately. 
Source:  U.S. National Center for Education Statistics.



DTC70

(Direct-to-
College)

• Helped 100,000 
students and 
families gain 
access to college 
financial aid of 
over $1 billion

• $150M impact for 
Class of 2019

DTW30

(Direct-to-Work)
• Improve upskilling 

opportunities to 
reduce talent gaps 
for in-demand 
career fields

ADVOCACY
• Improve school 

finance and 
reduce recapture 
of Central Texas 
tax dollars

• Reduce regulatory 
barriers for high-
skilled immigration 
and increase H-
1B visas in the 
region

Talent



SXSW injects $355.9M into Austin 
in 2019



FUTURE



Austin Crane Watch



Austin’s Second Downtown



Austin Skyline Change

Source: Capital Metro



Kwee Lan Teo

VP of Talent/Workforce

(512) 322-5624

kteo@austinchamber.com

www.austinchamber.com

Contact us

mailto:cbodisch@austinchamber.com
http://www.austinchamber.com/

